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Mail Stop AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: . 

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the Office action mailed 
July 26, 2004. In the Office action, the Examiner rejected claims 1, 3, and 9 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(e) based on U.S. Patent No. 6,76l5l22 to Nakagawa et al. However, applicant 
respectfully submits that Nakagawa et al. is not prior art to the subject application under 
102(e), since the U.S. filing date of Nakagawa et al is Dec. 12, 2002, which is six days after 
the Japanese priority date of December 6, 2002 claimed by the subject application. A 
certified copy of the Japanese priority application, Japanese Pat. App. No. 2002-354603, 
filed December 6, 2002, has been submitted to the Office. 

In view of the, above, apphcant respectfully requests that the rejection of 
claims 1, 3 and 9 under 102(e) based on Nakagawa et al. be withdrawn and all pending 
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claims be allowed. The Examiner is encouraged to telephone the undersigned if any issues 



remain that may be resolved by a telephonic interview. 
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